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CHAPTER  I 


IHTRODUCTIOH 


Statement  of  the  Problem.  The  purpose  of  this  study 

is  to  compile,  tabulate,  and  analyze  a list  of  spelling 

errors  from  all  the  written  work  of  sixty-five  pupils  in 

two  fourth  grades  for  a period  of  sixteen  weeks  beginning 

September  8,  1948  and  ending  January  28,  1949. 

1/ 

Durrell  claims: 

It  is  preferable  that  a child  develop  security 
in  use  of  a small  spelling  vocabulary  suited  to 
his  grade  and  derived  from  the  demands  of  written 
composition,  to  his  attempting  mastery  of  a long 
list  from  which  will  result  confusion  concerning 
many  unrelated  words. 

1/ 

In  Pemald's  opinion: 

The  most  satisfactory  vocabulary  is  supplied  by 
the  child.  Children  who  learn  to  spell  by  learn- 
ing new  words  as  they  write  what  they  want  to  say 
will  not  need  to  be  supplied  with  spelling  books 
or  formal  lists  of  words. 


The  writer,  who  is  a teacher  in  the  grades,  has  noted 
with  much  alarm  the  outstanding  number  of  spelling  errors 
in  the  free  writing  of  the  pupils  in  her  fourth  grade.  It 


Donald  D.  Durrell,  Improvement  of  BaBlo  Reading  Abilities , 
rid  Book  Company,  Hew  York,  1940,  p.  267. 


Grace  Femald,  Remedial  Techniques  in  Basic  School 
Subjects,  McGraw-Hill  Book  Company,  Hew  York,  1943,  p.  206. 
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has  "been  noticed  that  many  different  errors  were  made  by 
many  different  pupils. 

The  writer  is  interested  to  find  out  how  the  situation 
can  be  improved  to  make  spelling  contribute  to  efficiency 
in  this  field. 

3/ 

Tidyman  claims: 

In  seeking  to  discover  what  words  actually  make 
up  the  child Ts  vocabulary,  only  spontaneous 
writings  should  be  considered;  because  in  exact 
reproductions,  numerous  unassimilated  words  of 
the  text  are  certain  to  be  brought  into  the 
written  work.  4 / 

The  words  a child  needs  to  know  how  to 
spell  are  mainly  the  most  common  words  that  he 
uses  in  writing. 

The  use  of  the  word  would  seem  to  be  the 
main  factor  in  determining  the  grade  in  which 
it  should  be  taught. 


This  study  is  made  in  the  hope  that  it  will  show 
that  individual  supplementary  spelling  lists  are  needed, 
and  that  an  analysis  of  these  errors  will  give  helpful 
information  to  the  classroom  teacher. 


3/  William  Po  Tidyman,  The  Teaching  of  Spelling.  World 
Book  Company,  Hew  York,  1$19,  p04. 


4/  Ibid.,  pp.  91-93 
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CHAPTER  II 
RELATED  RESEARCH 

5/  6/ 

It  is  not  long,  Foran  reiterates,  since  Rice  and 

others  led  the  reaction  against  the  teaching  of  so  many 
obsolete  and  seldom  used  words  and  so  laid  the  basis  for 
the  developments  that  followed  within  a few  years.  Further 
research  is  needed  even  now  to  solve  the  many  problems  con- 
fronting teachers  of  spelling.  One  of  the  most  needed 
steps  is  to  translate  the  results  of  scientific  investiga- 
tions into  the  teaching  and  learning  of  spelling  in  the 
classroom. 

As  the  purpose  of  this  study  is  to  compile,  tabulate, 
and  analyze  spelling  errors,  it  seemed  advisable  to  study 
the  research  in  the  field  of  spelling  errors,  selection  of 
words,  and  methods  of  teaching  spelling. 


J>7  tfhomas  George  Foran,  The  Psychology  and  Teaching  of 
Spelling.  The  Catholic  University,  Washington,  D.C.,  1934, 

p.  1. 

6/  J.M.  Rice,  "The  Futility  of  the  Spelling  Grind,"  Forum, 
Vol.  mil,  1897. 
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Suzzalo  'believes: 

Spelling  should  "be  selected  from  the  child fs 
real  spelling  needs  that  occur  in  his  spontaneous 
written  compositions.  The  spelling  textbook  has 
been  frequently  supplemented  by  word  lists  con- 
structed by  the  individual  teacher  while  teaching 
his  particular  class. 


The  first  extensive  research  in  the  field  of  spelling 

8/ 

errors  was  made  by  Hollingworth  who  used  eighteen  fifth 

grade  children  who  were  considered  by  their  teachers  to  be 

deficient  in  spelling.  In  the  experimental  class,  daily 

records  of  spelling  errors  were  kept,  and  she  observed  that 

Error  is  by  no  means  a phenomenon  that  is 
senseless  and  uncaused,  but  there  Are  ex- 
istent certain  factors  which  both  cause  and 
limit  its  extent.  Errors  due  to  lapses  are 
among  the  most  frequent  and  interesting. 

Children  who  Tknow  better*  make  these  mis- 
takes and  can  correct  them  as  soon  as  their 
attention  is  called  to  them.  9 J 

Present  in  the  misspellings  due  to  lapses 
are  errors  of  omission,  substitution,  and 
transposition.  10/ 


7/  H.  Suzzalo , The  Teaching  of  Spelling.  World  Book 
Company,  Hew  York,  1911,  p.  2§7 

8 / Beta  S.  Hollingworth,” The  Psychology  of  Special  Dis- 
ability in  Spelling, "Teachers  College  Contributions  to 
Education,  Ho.  88.  Teachers  College,  Columbia  University, 
Hew  York,  1918,  p.  8. 

9/  Ibid.,  p.  38. 

10/  Loc.  cit. 
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11/ 

Carroll  made  a study  to  detect  the  relative  ability 

of  bright  and  dull  children  to  make  a generalization.  He 

studied  the  mistakes  in  spelling  made  by  one  hundred  bright 

children  and  one  hundred  dull  children  from  the  fourth  and 

the  fifth  grades  of  a public  school. 

From  his  findings,  he  concludes: 

In  the  kinds  of  spelling  errors  made  by  bright 
and  dull  children  there  was  present  a marked 
difference. 

Bright  and  dull  children  are  affected  dif- 
ferently by  the  length  of  the  word  and  by  the 
position  of  the  syllable.  The  bright  ones  have 
a lower  percentage  of  difficulty  with  the  shorter 
words  and  a higher  percentage  of  difficulty  with 
the  longer  words  than  the  dull  children.  The 
bright  pupils  have  a lower  percentage  of  difficulty 
with  the  first  part  of  the  word  and  a higher  per- 
centage of  difficulty  with  the  middle  and  last 
parts. 

Bright  children  are  more  apt  to  spell  pho- 
netically than  are  the  dull. 

The  psychological  explanation  of  each  dif- 
ference seems  to  lie  in  the  pronounced  advantage 
of  the  bright  over  the  dull  in  phonetic  generaliza- 
tion ability. 

12/ 

In  1929,  Mendenhall  made  a study  of  spelling  errors, 
using  a sample  of  twenty-three  hundred  words  which  were 
presented  to  approximately  one  hundred  public  school  pupils 
in  grades  one  to  six.  For  this  study,  280,000  spellings, 
both  correct  and  incorrect  were  prepared  to  be  analyzed, 


11/  Herbert  Carroll. "General izat ion  of  Bright  and  Dull 
Children.  A Comparative  Study  with  Special  Reference  to 
Spelling,"  Teachers1  College  Contributions  to  Education, 

Ho.  439,  Teachers1  College/  Columbia  University,  Hew  York, 
1930,  p.  54. 

12/  James  E.  Mendenhall,  An  Analysis  of  Spelling  Errors, 
Bureau  of  Publications,  CoTumbia  University,  Hew  York,  1930, 
p.  5. 
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intensively  and  understanaingly.  In  order  to  obtain  in- 
formation showing  trends  in  error,  the  words  were  presented 
one  grade  level  above  the  one  in  which  they  were  commonly 
taught. 

He  found  in  his  study  of  the  most  frequent  errors  that 

" 85  per  cent  are  in  omission,  and  substitution  of  letters, 

IS/ 

75  per  cent  are  phonetic,  and  4.5  per  cent  are  homonyms o" 

14/ 

Hildreth  finds: 

Phonetic  errors  were  common  among  children 
and  many  mistakes  are  due  to  addition  and  to 
transposition  of  letters.  . . • Phonetic  errors 
are  common  among  young  children. 


15/ 

Poran  stated  that  it  has  been  recognized  that 
teaching  emphasis  must  be  distributed  according  to  the 
importance  of  the  word.  A great  deal  of  effort  has  been 
expended  to  identify  the  more  important  words  without  reach- 
ing any  substantial  agreement. 

He  claimed  that  spelling  errors  are  attributed  to  many 
causes.  Differences  in  essential  qualities  of  the  mistakes 
are  due  to  variances  in  the  degree  of  ability  of  the  pupil, 
his  age,  experience,  and  other  circumstances.  Careless 

15/  James  E.  Mendenhall,  op.  cit.,  p.10. 

14/  Gertrude  Hildreth,  "Spelling  Errors,"  The  Implications 
ox  Research  for  the  Classroom  Teacher,  national  Education 
Association,  Washington,  D.C.,  1939,  p.  162. 

15/  Thomas  G.  Poran,  0£.  cit. , p.  9. 
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writing  and  neglect  of  a discriminating  attitude  in  judging 

16/ 

written  work  cause  many  of  them, 

17/ 

According  to  Gates,  pronunciation  is  a serious 
factor  in  learning  to  spell  a word.  Grave  pronunciation 
difficulties  show  a close  and  significant  relation  to  poor 
spelling. 

18/ 

Spaehe  says:  "It  is  generally  believed  that  poor 

handwriting  causes  spelling  failure." 

One  of  the  most  comprehensive  studies  of  the  writing 

vocabulary  of  children  in  the  elementary  grades  is  that  of 
19/ 

Fitzgerald.  He  studied  spelling  errors  that  were  made  by 

children  in  friendly  letters  written  in  life  outside  school. 

In  742  letters  written  by  children  of  grade  four,  he  found: 

In  87,690  attempted  spellings,  fourth 
grade  pupils  made  6,018  spelling  mistakes. 

Of  the  3,327  words  used,  fourth  grade 
pupils  misspelled  1,553,  making  mistakes  on 
46.7  per  cent  of  the  different  words  attempted. 


16/  Thomas  G.  Foran,  ojd.  cit  „ , p.  109. 

17/  Arthur  I.  Gates,  "The  Psychology  of  Heading  and 
Spelling  with  Special  Reference  to  Disability,"  Contribu- 
tions to  Education,  Ho.  129,  Teachers  College,  Columbia 
University,  ITew  York,  1922,  p.  77. 

18/  George  Spaehe,  "Spelling  Disability  Correlates.  I- 
Factors  Probably  Causal  in  Spelling  Disability,"  Journal 
of  Educational  Research,  Vol.  345,  April,  1941,  p.  564. 

19/  James  A.  Fitzgerald,  "Words  Misspelled  Most  Frequently 
hy  Children  at  the  Fourth,  Fifth,  and  Sixth  Grade  Levels  in 
Life  Outside  the  School,"  Journal  of  Educational  Research, 
Uovember,  1932. 
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On  1,553  different  words,  fourth  grade  pupils 
made  6,018  spelling  mistakes,  an  average  of  3*88 
for  each  word  missed.  20/ 

21/ 

Durrell  said: 

Tabulations  may  he  made  of  the  nature  of  the 
errors  for  children  in  the  intermediate  grades  or 
above  who  have  extreme  spelling  difficulties.  These 
tabulations  often  disclose  systematic  errors  on 
certain  types  of  words,  letter  combinations,  or 
sound  combinations. 

In  tabulation  of  errors,  it  should  be  indicated 
whether  they  pertain  to  words  spelled  phonetically 
or  to  words  spelled  unphone ti cal ly.  Overeat tent ion 
to  sounds  or  an  attempt  to  think  out  a word*s  spell- 
ing rather  than  an  automatic  response  to  the  word, 
is  indicated  by  the  presence  of  many  misspellings 
that  are  correct  phonetic  representations.  — 

23/ 

Cook  pointed  out  that  children  have  a tendency  to 


leam  to  spell  words  they  use  most  often  and  those  which 
represent  essential  life  interests.  From  this  finding  he 
drew  this  supposition: 

Many  words  of  high  frequency  could  probably  be 
left  out  wholly  from  the  course  of  study  without 
decreasing  the  spelling  ability  of  the  final  product 
of  the  elementary  school. 

This  would  give  time  to  be  spent  on  words  of 
high  frequency  which  continually  cause  trouble  or 
upon  words  of  lower  frequency  than  are  now  usually 
found  in  the  elementary  school  lists. 


26/  James  A.  Fitzgerald,  op.  cit. , p.  213. 

21/  Donald  D.  Durrell,  Improvement  of  Basic  Beading  Abilities t 
World  Book  Company,  New  tork,  1940,  pp.  2?5-276. 

22/  Ibid. , pp.  275-276. 

25/  Walter  Wellman  Cook,  The  Measurement  of  general  Spelling 
IFillty  Involving  Controlled  Comparisons"^ atween  Techniques. 
University  of  Iowa  Studies, Volume  V,  Humber  6, Iowa  City, 
University  of  Iowa  Press,  1932,  p.  109. 

24/  Loo,  cit. 
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25/ 

Breed  alleged  that  defects  have  appeared  in  the  method 
of  tabulating  and  choosing  the  words  in  the  many  investiga- 
tions of  the  vocabularies  of  children.  He  stressed:  "To 

the  writer1 s knowledge  there  is  not  yet  a single  published 

study  of  the  vocabulary  of  children1 s writing  that  provides 

26/ 

the  frequency  of  usage  for  the  individual  words.” 

He  claimed  that  a sufficient  foundation  for  selection 

of  words  in  grades  two,  three,  and  four  is  the  frequency  of 

usage  by  pupils,  if  the  frequency  values  are  large  enough 

27/ 

to  be  dependable. 

28/ 

Book  and  Harter  carried  on  an  investigation,  in  1926, 
to  try  to  decide  the  types  of  mistakes  to  which  learners  of 
spelling  conform.  From  the  children  in  grades  two,  three, 
four,  five,  six,  and  eight  in  the  Bloomington,  Indiana  Public 
Schools,  they  collected,  during  three  months,  3,096  spelling 
test  papers.  From  the  freshmen  and  the  sophomore  students 
in  the  high  school,  they  collected  608  compositions,  and 
from  the  freshmen  at  Indiana  University,  they  collected 
1,492  themes.  In  these  5,  196  papers,  18,840  spelling  errors 
were  found  and  classified.  Among  the  eighteen  types  of 


25/  Frederick  S.  Breed,  "Selection  and  Gradation  of  the 
Spelling  Vocabulary,"  Sixteenth  Yearbook  of  the  national 
Elementary  Principals,  H.E.A.,  Washington,  'D.d.,  1937,  p.  352. 

26/  loc.  cit. 

27/  Ibid.,  p.  357. 

28/  William  F.  Book  and  Richard  S.  Harter,  "Mistakes  Which 
Eupils  Make  in  Spelling,"  Journal  of  Educational  Research, 
Volume  19:106,  February,  1929. 
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errors  listed  were  omission,  addition,  substitution,  trans- 

29/ 

position,  and  phonetic  spelling. 

30 / 

McCarthy  made  a comparison  of  the  flash  card  method 
of  teaching  spelling  with  the  study-test  method  in  grades 
two  and  three. 

She  concludes: 

A summary  of  total  results  of  the  final  test 
of  sixty  words  showed  a statistically  significant 
difference  of  7.68  in  favor  of  the  flash  card 
method  in  Grade  Two.  In  Grade  Three,  the  differ- 
ence of  14.66  in  favor  of  the  flash  card  method 
was  also  statistically  significant. 

31/ 

Watson  noted  that  children  learned  to  spell  four 
or  five  thousand  words,  but  many  children  can  spell  a 
larger  number.  To  accomplish  this,  there  must  be  transfer, 
or  the  additional  words  are  learned  in  some  other  way.  She 
found  that  transfer  is  greater  when  the  similarity  of  form 
is  closer,  and  positive  transfer  decreases  as  words  become 
dissimilar. 


29/  Booh  and  Harter,  Loc.  clt . 

30/  Mary  Gertrude  McCarthy,  "Comparisons  of  the  Flash  Card 
Method  of  Teaching  Spelling  with  the  Study-Test  Method  in 
Grades  Two  and  Three,”  unpublished  Master1 s Thesis,  Boston 
University,  School  of  Education,  Boston,  Mass.,  1943,  p.  39. 

31/  Alice  E.  Watson,  "Experimental  Studies  in  the  Psychology 
and  Pedagogy  of  Spelling,"  Teachers  College  Contributions 
to  Education , ITo.  638.  Teachers  College,  Columbia  University, 
Hew  York,  1935,  p.  4. 
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32/ 

Clayton,  after  making  a detailed  study  of  the  well- 

known  spellers  to  find  out  what  conformity  they  had  in 

the  choice  and  grade -placement  of  their  vocabularies, 

stressed  in  his  summary,  "The  investigation  shows  that  the 

books  examined  do  not  agree  to  any  marked  extent  on  either 

33/ 

the  selection  or  gradation  of  words*" 

34/ 

McKee  claimed,  "Data  gathered  from  the  writing  that 

children  do  should  throw  light  upon  the  selection  and  the 

grade-placement  of  spelling  vocabulary*" 

35/ 

Dolch  said  that  in  the  teaching  of  spelling,  drill 

is  very  important,  but  it  must  be  conducted  so  that  the 

pupil  will  not  lose  interest  in  spelling. 

36/ 

Wise  studied  twenty  well-known  spelling  textbooks 
to  note  the  choice  and  gradation  of  the  words.  A need  of 
conformity  was  clear  in  the  selection  of  words  that  should 
become  the  spelling  vocabulary  for  elementary  school  children 


32/  Ralph  Clayton,  "A  Study  of  the  Gradation  of  Spelling 
Vocabularies,"  unpublished  Master* s Thesis,  Colorado  State 
College  of  Education,  Greeley,  Colorado,  1940,  p.  47. 

33/  Loc*  cit. 

34/  Paul  McKee,  "Research  Values  in  Children* s Writing 
Vocabularies,"  Elementary  English  Review,  7:73,  March,  1930. 

35/  William  Dolch,  getter  Spelling,  Champaign,  Illinois, 

The  Garrard  Press,  1942,  p.  iSl. 

36/  Carl  Eipton  Wise,  "The  Selection  and  Gradation  of  Words 
in  Spelling,"  unpublished  Doctor* s Dissertation,  University 
of  Uorth  Dakota,  Grand  Eorks,  north  Dakota,  1934,  unpaged. 
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He  suggested  that:  "In  the  free  writing  of  children 
at  different  school  levels  there  should  be  wide  scientific 
investigations  which  might  disclose  knowledge  pertaining  to 

childrens  writing  vocabularies  and  gradation  of  words." 

57/ 

Carson  found  the  following  teacher  preference  after 
making  an  extensive  survey  of  teacher  preferences  in  text 
arrangement  and  method  in  spelling: 

1.  A spelling  text  arranged  on  a weekly  list 
assignment  plan. 

2.  One  spelling  list  for  the  grade. 

3.  The  study  test  plan  of  teaching. 

4.  Weekly  review  of  lessons  in  the  text. 

5.  Words  printed  in  two  forms,  as  a whole 
and  in  syllables. 

6.  Teaching  the  meaning  of  a word, and  then 
the  spelling. 

7.  A hundred  per  cent  mastery  of  a limited 
list  ( 3,000  words). 

8.  That  all  the  pupils  have  the  same  spelling  list. 

38/ 

Puller  made  a compilation,  tabulation,  and  analysis 
of  spelling  errors  from  all  the  written  work  of  ninety-one 
pupils  in  three  fourth  grades  for  a period  of  ten  weeks. 


57/  Clive  G.  Carson,  "Teachers*  Preference  in  Test  Arrange- 
ment in  the  Pield  of  Spelling,"  unpublished  Master* s Thesis, 
Boston  University,  School  of  Education,  Boston,  Mass.,  1953, 
p.  71. 

38/  Marion  C.  Puller,  "A  Compilation,  Tabulation,  and 
Analysis  of  Spelling  Errors  in  Grade  Pour  for  a Ten  Week 
Period,"  unpublished  Master* s Thesis,  Boston  University, 
School  of  Education,  Boston,  Mass.,  1946,  pp.  41,  42. 


.'"If  ' •...■• 

' ■ O'-  ' 

« ' o.'-  ' o-.*  • • t 

V- 

\ ?*  <•  • ■ '•  • ■ v?-.  .o  . 

, ...  ■ 

••  • , - ’ ' ■ ■ ■ ■ ■ •*. 

' 


. : o • 


The  following  conclusions  were  drawn: 

1*  There  is  a definite  need  for  individual 
supplementary  spelling  lists, 

2.  Spelling  errors  are  most  frequent  in 
supplementary  words. 

3.  There  were  ninety-three  most  frequently 
misspelled  words  in  this  study  which  are 
recommended  for  a class  supplemental  list. 

4.  An  analysis  of  the  most  frequent  errors  in 
the  words  of  highest  frequency  showed  that 

the  majority  of  errors  were  errors  of  omission 
and  substitution. 

59/ 

Straub  stressed: 

Spelling  cannot  and  must  not  be  taught 
in  isolation  from  lifeTs  whole  experiences. 

Meanings  and  relationships  which  are  employed 
as  groundwork  for  new  spelling  words  must  be 
within  total  past  experience  background  of 
the  child  before  he  proceeds  to  learn  the  more 
specific  techniques  of  spelling  a word. 

40/ 

Durrell  says:  "Teaching  spelling  through  rules  is 
of  little  value.  Essentially  spelling  is  a non-thinking 
automatic  response  to  an  ideational  or  visual  stimulus. 
Spelling  errors  of  individuals  often  result  from  the  im- 
proper use  of  rules.” 


39/  J.  Harold  Straub,  "An  Organismic  Approach  to  Spelling," 
Elementary  English  Review,  19:56,  February,  1942. 


40/  Donald  D.  Durrell,  op.  cit » , pp. 268-269. 
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41/ 

Carmen  stated  that  "Ability  to  spell  well  probably 
implies  a special  ability  to  notice  small  differences  in 
words." 

42/ 

Betts  declared,  "It  has  been  learned  that  some  in- 
dividuals misspell  words  because  they  do  not  pronounce 

them  accurately." 

45/ 

Durrell  says,  "Failure  to  remember  visual  word  forms 

is  the  basic  difficulty  in  English  spelling.  The  best 

method  to  overcome  this  difficulty  is  the  use  of  the  flash 

card  method  of  word  study." 

44/ 

Gates  contends  that  inadequate  acquaintance  with 
the  usual  forms  of  the  word  is  the  commonest  cause  of  mis- 
spelling. 

45/ 

Concerning  spelling  teaching  methods,  Foran  claims 
that  "spelling  is  a perceptual  form  of  learning  and  the 
methods  of  teaching  it  should  be  based  on  this  fact  so  that 


41/  5.  Kate  Carmen,  "The  Cause  of  Chronic  Bad  Spelling," 
Journal  of  Pedagogy,  15:89  (1900). 

42/  Emmett  A.  Betts,  "Interrelationships  of  Reading  and 
Spelling,"  Elementary  English  Review,  22:17,  January,  1945. 

45/  Donald  D.  Durrell,  ojd.  cit.  t p.  272. 

44/  Arthur  I.  Gates,  ojd.  cit.,  p.  86. 

45/  Thomas  G.  Foran,  op.  cit. , p.  205. 
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the  instruction  may  stress  the  visual  apprehension  of  the 

word  rather  than  its  articulation,  although  all  modes  of 

expression  may  become  knit  together  to  form  the  knowledge 

of  the  whole  word." 

46/ 

Dolch  insists,  "Poor  sound  images  of  words  is  per- 
haps the  greatest  handicap  in  spelling." 

47/ 

Spache  finds,  "There  is  sufficient  evidence  to  con- 
clude that  auditory  discrimination  plays  a causal  part  in 
spelling  disabilities.  The  evidence  is  confirmed  by  the 

characteristic  errors  of  poor  spellers." 

48/ 

Durrell  says,  "In  examining  a child1  s spelling 

difficulties,  the  first  step  should  be  to  determine  whether 

he  misspells  words  that  he  does  not  know  or  that  carry 

little  meaning  or  motivation  for  him." 

49/ 

Dolch  states,  "If  the  meaning  is  not  known,  the  word 
as  a whole  will  be  forgotten  and  therefore  the  spelling 
also." 

60/ 

Tidyman  claims  that  it  is  unreasonable  to  ask  a 
child  to  learn  to  spell  a word  of  unfamiliar  meaning. 

46/  William  Dolch,  op.  cit. , p.  248. 

47/  George  Spache,  op.  cit. , p.  561. 

48/  Donald  D.  Durrell,  op.  cit. , p.  270. 

49/  William  Dolch,  op.  cit. , p.  148. 

50/  William  Tidyman,  op.  cit. , (1922  ed. ) p.  37. 
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51/ 

Van  Dusen  who  compiled,  tabulated,  and  analyzed 
spelling  errors  in  grade  three  for  a period  of  eight  weeks, 
drew  the  following  conclusions: 

1.  There  is  a definite  need  for  class  supplementary 

spelling  lists  as  more  than  half  of  the  mis- 
spelled words  were  not  found  in  the  spelling 
text. 

2.  Individual  supplementary  lists  would  he  of  much 
value  to  the  pupil,  as  the  words  in  his  list  are 
words  that  he  uses  and  spells  incorrectly. 

3.  Many  opportunities  should  he  provided  for  the 
frequent  use  of  these  words  in  written  work. 

4.  The  words  in  the  spelling  text  do  not  adequately 
meet  the  needs  of  the  pupils  in  his  free  writing. 

5.  There  is  little  transfer  from  words  that  have 
been  previously  taught  to  the  use  of  these  words 
in  written  work. 

6.  There  is  need  for  a careful  study  of  spelling 
methods  in  order  to  provide  sufficient  transfer 
of  the  pupils’  spelling  vocabulary  to  his  free 
writing. 

52/ 

Durr ell  says:  "Spelling  is  more  closely  related  in 

its  applications  to  written  composition  than  to  any  other 
school  subject.  If  it  is  to  affect  written  composition,  it 
is  essential  that  it  be  closely  correlated  with  composition." 


5l/  A.  Elizabeth  Yan  Dusen,  "A  Compilation,  Tabulation, 
and  Analysis  of  Spelling  Errors  in  Grade  Three  for  an 
Eight  Week  Period,"  unpublished  Llaster’s  Thesis,  Boston 
University,  School  of  Education,  Boston,  Mass,  1947,  p.  31. 

52/  Donald  D.  Durrell,  op.  cit . , pp.  275-276. 
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He  stresses:  "The  final  test  of  spelling  is  the  written 
composition  of  the  pupil*” 

The  research  in  the  field  of  spelling  stresses  the 
Importance  of  spelling  in  the  curriculum.  Individual  prob- 
lems in  spelling  must  be  analyzed  to  insure  progress  in 
overcoming  special  disabilities. 

These  readings  have  shown  a further  need  for  extensive 
investigation  in  the  field  of  spelling  errors,  word  selection, 
and  methods  of  teaching. 


CHAPTER  III 


PL AH  OP  STUDY 

Restatement  of  the  Problem.  The  purpose  of  this 
study  is  to  compile,  tabulate,  and  analyze  a list  of 
spelling  errors  from  all  the  written  work  of  sixty*-five 
pupils  of  grade  four  for  a period  of  sixteen  weeks  beginning 
September  8,  1948,  and  ending  January  28,  1949. 

Method  of  compiling  errors  in  spelling.  At  the  close 
of  each  school  day  for  a period  of  sixteen  weeks,  all  the 
written  work  done  by  the  sixty-five  children  in  grade  four 
was  carefully  checked  for  spelling  errors. 

Arrangement  of  misspellings  during  the  compilation  of 
errors.  Individual  cards  were  made  listing  all  the  pupils’ 
names.  Each  card  had  appropriate  headings  so  that  errors 
were  listed  under  the  subject  in  which  they  occurred.  The 
studies  under  which  errors  were  listed  were:  Arithmetic, 
Health,  Penmanship,  Music,  Social  Studies,  Language,  and 
Reading.  During  the  sixteen-week  period  of  this  study, 
the  misspelled  words  and  the  types  of  errors  made  were 
listed  on  the  individual  cards  of  the  pupils.  The  original 
error  was  checked  when  the  same  type  of  error  for  a word 
was  repeated  in  the  written  work  of  the  same  subject. 
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Compilation  of  spelling  errors* 


The  process  of 


compiling  the  spelling  errors  began  at  the  end  of  the  sixteen- 
week  period. 

Every  misspelled  word  and  its  type  of  error  on  pupils’ 
individual  cards  were  arranged  alphabetically  under  the 
subjects  listed  in  which  they  were  made.  All  the  misspelled 
words  by  all  the  sixty-five  pupils  were  arranged  alphabetic- 
ally  under  the  subject  headings  in  which  they  occurred.  The 
complete  list  of  words  was  arranged  in  alphabetical  order, 
disregarding  subject  headings. 

While  compiling  the  spelling  errors,  each  word  was 
checked  for  : 

The  frequency  of  the  misspelled  word. 

The  types  of  spelling  errors. 

The  grade-level  of  the  word  to  determine: 

if  the  word  had  or  had  not  been  taught  in 
the  spelling  curriculum;  if  the  word  would 
be  taught  by  the  end  of  the  fourth  grade  year; 
if  the  word  was  outside  the  spelling  text.  l/ 

Tabulation  of  spelling  errors. — In  tabulating  the 

errors  in  spelling,  the  following  notations  were  made  for 
each  word: 

The  grade  level  of  the  word  according  to  the 
spelling  text  at  the  beginning  of  this  study.  2 J 

it 

A word  in  the  spelling  text  that  would  be 
taught  after  the  initiation  of  this  study 
was  listed  as  supplementary. 

l/  Fred  C.  Ayer,  E.E.  Oberholtzer  and  Clifford  Woody,  Modern 
Tife  Speller.  Yonkers-on- Hudson,  Hew  York,  World  Book  Co.l$36. 
27-TbId:  3/  Ibid. 
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A word  was  classified  as  supplementary 

if  it  was  not  listed  in  the  spelling  text,  l/ 

The  frequency  of  errors  for  every  word  in 
every  subject  was  listed. 

The  frequency  of  a word  in  different  subjects 
was  recorded. 

The  accumulated  misspellings  for  each  word 
were  recorded. 

The  results  from  the  tabulation  of  each  misspelled 
word  folli>w:: 

Grade  level  in  Spelling  Text  of  Words  Misspelled 
by  All  Pupils  of  Grade  Pour  Taking  Part  in  This  Study. 

Entire  Dumber  of  Different  Words  Misspelled  in  the 
Written  Work  in  Various  Subjects  in  Grade  Pour. 

The  Sum  of  Misspellings  in  Every  Subject. 

The  Most  Frequently  Misspelled  Words  by  All 
the  Fourth  Grade  Pupils  in  This  Study  Listed 
in  Hank  and  Order  of  Frequency 


The  data  concerning  the  misspellings  of  each  pupil 
that  was  collected  while  this  study  was  conducted  revealed 
the  number  of  different  pupils  who  misspelled  the  words  of 
highest  frequency.  A table  was  formed  to  show  this  result. 

Analysis  of  spelling  errors. — The  most  frequent 
spelling  errors  made  in  the  words  of  highest  frequency  were 
analyzed  in  this  study. 


O 


1/  Fred  C.  Ayer,  E.E.  Oberholtzer  and  Clifford  Woody, 
Hodem  Life  Speller,  World  Book  Company,  Dew  York,  1936. 
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A table  was  formed  to  reveal  the  most  frequent  types 
of  errors  from  the  data  compiled  and  adjusted  in  alphabetical 
order  under  various  subject  headings  comprising  the  words 
misspelled  and  their  wrong  spellings.  On  the  analysis  of 
these  errors  the  classifications  most  often  used  by  research 
workers  in  this  field  of  spelling  errors  was  used  in  this 
study;  namely,  omissions,  additions,  substitution,  trans- 
position, and  phonetic. 
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CHAPTER  IV 


ANALYSIS  OP  DATA 

After  compiling,  tabulating,  and  analyzing  the  spelling 
errors  from  records  that  were  kept  from  all  the  written  work 
accomplished  by  all  the  pupils  of  grade  four  taking  part  in 
this  study,  the  data  were  then  analyzed  to  ascertain  : 

1*  The  grade  level  that  showed  the  highest  number 
of  words  misspelled  that  were  taught  previous  to 
this  study, 

2,  The  importance  of  the  number  of  words  misspelled 
that  would  be  taught  in  grade  four  after  the 
initiation  of  this  study. 

3,  A comparison  of  the  number  of  supplementary  words 
misspelled  and  the  words  misspelled  that  had  been 
taught  previous  to  this  study. 

4,  The  inference  of  the  relationship  of  these  addition- 
al words  misspelled  to  the  complete  sum  of  mis- 
spellings, 

5,  The  meaning  of  the  entire  number  of  different  words 
incorrectly  spelled  in  the  various  subjects  listed. 

6,  The  complete  number  of  erroneous  spellings  in  all 
subjects  listed  in  this  study. 

• The  correlation  for  teaching  that  can  be  noted 

after  comparing  the  results  from  #5  and  #6. 
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8* **  The  misspelled  words  which  appeared  most  often. 

9,  The  words  of  highest  frequency  that  had  been 
taught  in  the  spelling  tests  before  this  study 
began  and  the  words  that  would  be  taught  during 
the  year  in  grade  four. 

10.  What  the  number  of  different  pupils  misspelling 
the  words  of  highest  frequency  suggests. 

11.  The  predominant  types  of  errors  in  the  most 
commonly  misspelled  words. 

12.  How  an  analysis  of  spelling  errors  may  help  the 
classroom  teacher. 


TABLE  I 

The  Grade  Level  in  Spelling  Text  and  Relative  ITumber 
of  Supplementary  Words  Misspelled  by  Sixty-Five  Fourth 
Grade  Pupils. 


In  text,  Grade  II  Level  233 

In  text,  Grade  III  Level  325 

* 

Supplementary-  Grade  IY  Level  298 

Supplementary  1460 

Total  2316 


* Supplementary-  Grade  IY  Level-  These  words  would  be 
taught  in  Grade  Four  after  the  initiation  of  this  study. 

** Supplementary — These  words  were  taught  but  not 
contained  in  the  spelling  text. 
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Table  I denotes  the  grade  level  according  to  the 

1/ 

spelling  text  of  the  entire  number  of  different  misspelled 

words  in  this  study,  which  are  termed  as  — In  Text-  Grade  II 

Level  and  Grade  III  Levels  on  the  table, — the  number  of 

different  words  that  would  be  taught  after  the  study  began, 

termed  as  Supplementary-  Grade  IV  Level  on  the  table, — and 

1/ 

the  number  of  words  not  included  in  the  spelling  text  which 
are  termed  Supplementary  on  the  table*  The  total  of  Table  I 
states  the  number  of  different  words  misspelled  over  a per- 
iod of  sixteen  weeks* 

Inferences  from  Table  I are: 

There  is  less  and  less  transfer  in  spelling  as  children 
progress  from  grade  to  grade.  This  is  due,  no  doubt,  to  the 
increased  number  of  spelling  words  taught  in  each  new  grade. 

The  largest  number  of  different  misspelled  words  among 
the  words  already  taught  was  in  the  third  grade.  The  major 
reason  for  this  is  probably  because  of  all  the  words  learned 
in  the  preceding  grades,  these  words  are  used  the  most  in 
the  fourth  grade. 

The  number  of  Grade  Pour  Level  supplementary  misspell- 
ings denotes  that  some  of  these  words  are  essential  before 
pupils  reach  grade  four*  The  inclusion  of  these  words  in 
grade  three  would  help  considerably  in  the  free  writing  of 

T / Ayer,  Oberholtzer  and  Woody,  op*  cit* 

2/  Loo*  cit. 
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pupil  in  grade  four. 

Table  I shows  1,460  misspelled  supplementary  words, 
and  558  previously  taught  misspelled  words.  The  fact  that 
the  words  already  taught  are  actually  being  used,  and  are 
often  misspelled,  apparently  indicates  that  studies  in  the 
field  of  methods  of  teaching  spelling  should  be  carried  on 
to  insure  enough  carry-over  into  a pupil’s  free  writing 
from  previously  taught  words.  The  assurance  from  the  table 
that  these  pupils  spelled  incorrectly  far  more  than  twice 
as  many  supplementary  words  as  those  already  taught  shows 
the  need  of  a study  of  the  choice  of  words. 

It  is  highly  meaningful  to  observe  that  of  these  2,316 
different  misspelled  words,  1,460  were  outside  the  texts  of 
grades  two,  three,  and  four.  That  pupils  should  have  their 
individual  supplementary  spelling  lists  is  most  suggestive, 
beoause  such  a grand  total  of  incorrectly  spelled  supple- 
mentary words  points  out  that  many  different  pupils  mis- 
spelled them.  The  pupil’s  own  supplementary  list  would 
assist  him  in  spelling  correctly  these  words  he  uses  and 
needs.  Adequate  provision  of  these  individual  lists  of 
words  to  which  pupils  could  refer  as  they  are  needed  by 
the  pupils  in  their  free  writing  would  increase  their 
spelling  and  writing  vocabulary. 
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TABLE  II 


Total  Humber  of  Different  Words  Misspelled 
in  Written  Material  in  the  LiBted  Subjects 


Arith- 

metic 

Health 

Music 

Pen- 

manship 

Social 

Studies 

Lan- 

guage 

Read- 

ing 

TOTAL 

185 

128 

49 

196 

350 

880 

1400 

3188 

From  Table  II,  these  findings  are  clearly  shown. 

Most  written  work  is  carried  on  in  reading,  language,  and 
social  studies.  If  the  class  had  a spelling  list  of  the 
additional  words  most  often  used  in  these  subjects,  the 
number  of  errors  in  spelling  would  be  decreased.  The 
teacher  can  use  this  opportunity  to  study  the  errors  of 
these  pupils  and  to  list  the  most  frequent  types  of  errors. 


TABLE  III 

Total  Misspellings  in  Each  Subject 


Arith- 

metic 

Health 

Music 

Pen- 

manship 

Social 

Studies 

Lan- 

guage 

Read- 

ing 

TOTAL 

295 

250 

98 

375 

1020 

1420 

3100 

6558 

In  the  comparison  of  Tables  II  and  III,  the  chief  like- 
ness is  that  most  misspellings  are  in  reading,  language,  and 
the  social  studies.  The  chief  difference  is  the  outstanding 
number  of  increased  misspellings  in  Table  III  over  those  in 
Table  II. 
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At  this  point,  these  indications  are  apparent.  Erroneous 
spellings  continue  in  the  same  or  in  different  types,  and 
usage  does  not  decrease  them.  The  persistent  initial  error 
must  he  corrected  as  it  is  most  advisable  not  to  let  a pupil 
spell  a word  incorrectly  in  the  beginning,  so  as  to  avoid 
error  reiteration.  Pupil  supplementary  lists  will  lessen 
the  pupils1  spelling  errors. 

TABLE  IY 

Words  Most  Frequently  Misspelled  by  Sixty-Five  Fourth  Grade 
Pupils  Arranged  in  Rank  Order  of  Frequency 


Words  Ho,  of  Total  Grade  Grade  IV  Sup- 

Different  Mis-  Level  Sept,  8-  ple- 

Pupils  Mis-  spell-  in  June  ment- 

spelling  Word  ings  Spell-  ary 

of  Word  ing  Text  Outside 

to  Sept. Book 


which 

42 

100 

3 

their 

35 

82 

3 

friend 

26 

60 

X 

Christmas 

25 

62 

2 

through 

23 

40 

X 

where 

23 

38 

3 

him 

22 

32 

2 

having 

19 

36 

3 

country 

18 

20 

X 

discovered 

18 

17 

X 

every 

17 

35 

2 

build 

16 

30 

X 
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TABLE 

IY  (continued) 

Words 

ITo.  of 
Different 
Pupils 
Misspell- 
ing Word 

Total 
Mis- 
spell- 
ings of 
Word 

Grade 

Level 

in 

Spell- 
ing Text 
to  Sept. 

Grade  IY 
Sept.  8— 
June 

Sup- 
pie- 
men t- 
ary 

Outside 

Book 

done 

16 

20 

3 

people 

16 

38 

X 

suppose 

16 

21 

X 

ocean 

15 

15 

X 

listen 

15 

20 

X 

does 

15 

35 

3 

invited 

15 

12 

X 

family 

14 

18 

X 

brought 

14 

25 

X 

didn’t 

14 

32 

3 

something 

14 

16 

3 

little 

14 

22 

2 

from 

13 

20 

2 

journey 

12 

19 

X 

animals 

12 

22 

X 

names 

12 

22 

3 

explored 

12 

15 

X 

were 

12 

26 

3 

believe 

11 

18 

X 

different 

11 

22 

X 

received 

11 

20 

X 
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TABLE 

IV  (continued) 

Words  Ho*  of 

Different 
Pupils 
Misspell- 
ing Word 

Total 
Mis- 
spell- 
ings of 
Word 

Grade 

Level 

in 

Spell- 
ing Text 
to  Sept* 

Grade  IV 
Sept*  8~ 
June 

Sup- 
■ ple- 
ment- 
aiy 

Outside 

Book 

remember 

11 

15 

X 

discovery 

11 

16 

X 

those 

11 

21 

3 

whose 

11 

28 

X 

wouldn’t 

11 

14 

X 

many 

11 

28 

3 

written 

11 

20 

X 

skating 

11 

12 

X 

guide 

11 

16 

X 

pretty 

11 

22 

2 

often 

10 

24 

2 

civilized 

10 

18 

X 

airplane 

10 

16 

3 

other 

10 

21 

3 

interesting 

10 

20 

X 

children 

10 

18 

3 

afraid 

10 

22 

3 

first 

10 

19 

3 

question 

10 

18 

X 

enough 

10 

19 

X 

beautiful 

10 

18 

2 

TABLE  IV  (continued) 


Words 

Wo.  of 
Different 
Pupils 
Misspell- 
ing Word 

Total 
Mis- 
spell- 
ings of 
Word 

libra zy 

10 

15 

important 

19 

19 

discovered 

10 

18 

half 

9 

12 

Indians 

9 

15 

wharf 

9 

12 

temperature 

9 

10 

Atlantic 

9 

10 

bicycle 

9 

18 

inviting 

9 

12 

custom 

9 

10 

habits 

9 

12 

travel 

9 

18 

icicles 

9 

12 

pencils 

9 

10 

numbers 

9 

15 

harbor 

9 

18 

climbed 

9 

12 

some 

8 

26 

manufacture 

8 

16 

guess 

8 

12 

Grade 

Level 

in 

Spell- 
ing Text 
to  Sept* 


2 


2 


Grade  IV 
Sept.  8- 
June 


x 


X 


X 


Sup- 
pie- 
men t- 
ary 

Outside 

Book 


x 

x 

x 


x 

x 

X 

X 

X 


X 

X 

X 

X 

X 


X 


X 


X 


. ..  ' ' 


'■  • 

- 


£>  r*r' 
: 

. 


- 

- 

'■ 

- 


■ , 

- " : : 

• • 


r.  • o 


• ’ 

• . • r? 

9TJ.:  ■ . ’ 

' I’ 

- 

6*1  0"t0. 


31 

TABLE 

IV  (continued) 

Words 

Ho.  of 
Different 
Pupils 
Misspell- 
ing Word 

Total 
Mis- 
spell- 
ings of 
Word 

Grade 

Level 

in 

Spell- 
ing Text 
to  Sept. 

Grade  IV 
Sept.  8- 
June 

Sup- 
pie- 
men t- 
ary 
Out- 
side 
Book 

answer 

8 

15 

X 

parade 

7 

IE 

X 

products 

6 

16 

X 

presents 

6 

10 

X 

suppose 

6 

9 

X 

president 

6 

10 

X 

radio 

6 

12 

X 

promise 

6 

10 

X 

laughed 

6 

15 

X 

Lincoln 

6 

10 

X 

quarrel 

6 

11 

X 

would 

5 

16 

3 

Saturday 

5 

IE 

3 

surprise 

5 

12 

X 

thought 

5 

19 

X 

members 

5 

10 

X 

o * clock 

4 

IE 

X 

perfectly 

4 

10 

X 

hungry 

4 

12 

X 

valentine 

4 

12 

X 

clothes 

4 

14 

X 
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TABLE  IY  (concluded) 


Words  Bo.  of 

Different 
Pupils 
Misspell- 
ing Word 

Total 
Mis- 
spell- 
ings of 
Word 

Grade 

Level 

in 

Spell- 
ing Text 
to  Sept. 

Grade  IY 
Sept.  8- 
June 

Sup- 

ple- 

ment- 

ary 

Outside 

Book 

acquaint- 

ance 

4 

9 

X 

cruise 

4 

10 

X 

abundant 

4 

11 

X 

agriculture 

4 

12 

X 

ornaments 

4 

8 

X 

Totals 

29 

27 

45 

These  one  hundred  one  words  listed  in  Table  IY  were 
chosen  after  checking  every  word  and  its  number  of  in- 
correct spellings  in  the  list  of  2,316  different  misspelled 
words.  This  table  was  the  outcome  of  choosing  the  words  of 
highest  error  frequency  of  ten  or  more. 

From  this  table  observations  were  made.  The  great 
number  of  different  pupils  who  incorrectly  spelled  these 
101  words  of  highest  frequency  is  outstanding.  Observant 
repetition  and  frequent  use  of  these  words  should  be  afforded 
pupils  to  aim  for  their  automatic  correct  usage  and  spelling 
in  their  free  writing.  The  fourth  grade  supplementary  list 
derived  from  this  study  will  help  these  pupils  whose  errors 
have  been  compiled  in  this  study,  and  may  serve  to  help 


C'  ' - 


- 

- 

• 

« 

i 

- 

Dl^  ■ 

, 

- 

• ) 

. k in.  ' 

•I 

L 

V • 

' ■ >j  b ■ ' - 

jJ  ...  :xi.-  . ; 

, V.  • •'  T • " t TT  3 ' ’ . 

. 

• ' *1  ■ 

. ■ ' ■■  •''•••*  I 

. • 


as  well  as  test  other  fourth  grade  children. 

Table  IY  lists  101  incorrectly  spelled  words  of  highest 
frequency.  Twenty-nine  had  been  previously  taught,  twenty- 
seven  would  be  taught  during  the  fourth  grade  year,  and 
forty-five  are  supplementary  - outside  the  text. 

Inferences  from  this  chart  stress  these  implications. 
Twenty-nine  words  that  have  been  taught  have  not  become  part 
of  various  pupils*  spelling  vocabularies.  Because  twenty- 
seven  words  misspelled  would  be  taught  in  the  fourth  grade, 
the  advantage  of  earlier  teaching  of  some  of  these  words 
needed  in  fourth  grade  free  writing  is  stressed. 

Pupil  errors  should  be  corrected,  and  plans  should  be 
made  to  enable  him  to  use  frequently  these  words  he  has  mis- 
spelled. Supplementary  lists  can  again  be  urged  as  helpful 
and  necessary  as  this  chart  lists  such  a large  number  of 
incorrectly  spelled  supplementary  words. 

Summary  of 

Tables  I,  II,  III,  and  IY 

After  analyzing  Tables  I,  II,  III,  and  IY,  the  fact 
stands  out  that  the  greatest  number  of  the  words  used  by 
these  pupils  were  supplementary.  Previous  research  has 
stated  that  only  in  children *s  free  writing  can  you  find 
the  individual *s  choice  of  words.  In  carrying  on  this 
study,  the  children’s  free  writing  was  used,  and  although 
a small  percentage  of  errors  was  made  in  direct  copying. 
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it  can  "be  concluded  that  the  major  part  of  the  errors  in 
this  study  occurred  in  the  free  writing  of  the  pupils. 

In  Tables  I and  IV,  it  can  readily  he  seen  that  there 
are  many  errors  on  previously  taught  words  as  well  as  on 
supplementary  words.  This  points  to  the  need  of  frequent 
use  of  these  words  to  make  them  a part  of  the  pupil Ts  vo- 
cabulary, as  there  is  shown  to  be  such  a significant  re- 
quirement for  them  in  his  spontaneous  writing.  Thus  word 
choice  plays  an  important  part.  Many  studies  have  shown 
that  the  groundwork  for  word  selection  is  the  frequency  of 
usage.  Many  studies  have  also  shown  that  in  comparing  the 
word  selection  in  approved  spelling  texts,  there  is  found 
great  deviation. 

After  studying  Tables  I and  IV,  it  can  be  concluded 
that  individual  supplementary  spelling  lists  will  help  in 
this  very  important  problem  of  choosing  words. 

It  is  well  now  to  make  some  conclusions  after  a close 
analysis  of  Tables  II  and  III.  Many  errors  in  free  writing 
are  those  which  can  be  corrected  as  soon  as  the  pupils' 
attention  is  called  to  them.  These  careless  mistakes  are 
made  because  pupils  are  thinking  mainly  of  the  messages 
which  they  want  to  convey,  and  not  about  spelling  words 
correctly.  Now  is  the  time  to  make  an  analysis  of  the 
most  frequent  mistakes  in  Tables  II  and  III  to  ascertain 
the  cause  or  the  causes. 
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TABLE  V 


Classification  of  Most  Frequent  Errors  in  Words  of  Highest 


Frequency 

Word 

Omission 

Addition 

Substi- 

tution 

Trans- 

position 

Phonetic 

which 

wich 

their 

thier 

friend 

freind 

Christmas 

Chris  tmass 

through 

thru 

where 

were 

him 

hem 

having 

haveing 

country 

contry 

discovered 

discoverd 

every 

evry 

build 

bild 

done 

dune 

people 

poeple 

suppose 

supose 

ocean 

ocen 

listen 

lisen 

does 

dose 

invited 

invitd 

family 

famly 

brought 

brot 

didn't 

di  den 1 1 
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TABLE  V (continued) 


Word 

Substi-  Trans- 

Omission  Addition  tution  position  Phonetic 

something  somthing 


little 

littel 

from 

form 

journey 

jemy 

animals 

aninal s 

name 

nams 

explored 

explord 

were 

wer 

believe 

belive 

differ- 

ent 

diffrent 

received 

receved 

remember 

rember 

discovery  discoverey 


those 

thoes 

whose 

whoes 

wouldn't 

woudn 1 1 

many 

meny 

written  writen 

skating  seating 


guide 

gide 

pretty 

pritty 

often 

ofen 

civilized  civlized 

airplane  aerplane 


. 

- ■ -f  •'  o 


- 

1 '■>• 

’• 

brolii 

--  \- : 

-)  3 : 

i ’• 

‘ ov**e  h 

* 1C 

r ^ . 

1 r,  cf  © 

' 

1 

TABLE  Y (continued) 


Word 

Omission 

Addition 

Substi- 

tution 

Trans- 

position 

other 

out her 

interest- 

ing 

intrest- 

ing 

children 

chrildren 

afraid 

afraide 

first 

frist 

question 

questoin 

enough 

beautiful 

library 

libary 

t 

impo  rtant 

important 

discovered  dis- 

coverd 

half  haf 

Phonetic 


enuf 

butiful 


Indians 

wharf 

temper- 

ature 

Atlantic 

bicycle 

inviting 

custom 

habits 

travel 

iciciles 

pencils 


warf 

Alantic 

custm 

habts 

travl 

pencls 


inviteing 


Indains 


temper chur 


bisical 


isicals 
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TABLE  V (continued) 


Word 

Subsii-  Trans- 

Omission  Addition  tution  position  Phonetic 

numbers 

nubers 

harbor 

harber 

climbed 

climed 

some 

sone 

manu- 

facture 

manu- 

factere 

guess 

gess 

answer 

anser 

parade 

prade 

products 

produckts 

presents 

presents 

suppose 

supose 

president 

presadent 

radio 

raido 

promise 

promis 

laughed 

laft 

Lincoln 

Lincon 

quarrel 

quarrle 

would 

wold 

Saturday 

Saterday 

surprise 

supprise 

thought 

thot 

members 

mebers 

o 1 clock 


oclock 
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TABLE  Y (concluded) 


Word 

Omission 

Addition 

Substi- 

tution 

Trans- 

position 

Phonetic 

perfectly 

prefectly 

hungry 

hugiy 

valentine 

vain  tine 

clothes 

does 

acquaint- 

ance 

acquant- 

ance 

cruise 

cruse 

abundant 

abunant 

agri- 

culture 

agriculture 

ornaments 

omanents 

Totals 

50 

9 

17 

14 

11 

In  Table  Y,  errors  of  omission,  addition,  substitution, 
transposition,  and  phonetic  errors  are  indicated  as  the  most 
frequent  in  the  classification  of  the  most  frequent  errors 
in  words  of  highest  frequency.  This  classification  was 
selected  as  those  who  have  carried  on  research  in  this  field 
of  spelling  errors  stress  these  types  most  often. 

In  this  study,  errors  of  omission  are  far  in  the  lead 
of  all  other  types,  followed  by  those  of  substitution,  which 
number  about  one-third  of  the  omissions  errors.  Those  who 
have  made  extensive  studies  in  this  field  of  errors  agree 
that  children  can  correct  these  mistakes  when  their  attention 
is  called  to  them.  Thus,  it  is  assumed  that  many  of  the 
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words  spelled  erroneously  in  this  study  can  he  spelled 
correctly  hy  these  children. 

This  analysis  is  giving  much  help  to  the  writer  in 
trying  to  lessen  the  errors  in  the  free  written  work  of 
her  classroom.  It  may  encourage  other  teachers  to  analyze 
their  spelling  errors,  even  for  a very  short  period,  and 
so  pave  the  way  for  better  teaching  in  the  field  of  spell- 
ing. If  each  pupil Ts  errors  are  analyzed,  it  will  help 
to  eradicate  his  types  of  error.  In  doing  this  the  teacher 
will  improvise  methods  of  teaching  to  aim  at  lessening  the 
errors  ever  present  in  the  free  writing  of  her  pupils. 
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CHAPTER  V 

SUMMARY  AHD  COUCLUSIGNS 

In  this  study  of  compiling,  evaluating,  and  analyzing 
a list  of  spelling  errors  from  all  the  written  work  of 
sixty-five  pupils  in  two  fourth  grades  for  a period  of 
sixteen  weeks,  these  conclusions  can  he  summarized.  There 
is  a decided  need  for  individual  supplementary  spelling 
lists,  as  the  majority  of  the  misspelled  words  are  not 
found  in  the  spelling  text.  There  is  a specific  need  for 
supplementary  spelling  lists  for  use  in  the  reading,  lan- 
guage, and  social  studies  areas.  An  individual  supple- 
mentary spelling  list  would  he  most  useful  for  the  pupil 
because  in  it  he  could  find  the  words  he  uses  and  spells 
incorrectly.  Adequate  provision  for  such  lists  to  which 
pupils  could  refer  when  the  need  arises  in  their  free 
writing  would  increase  their  spelling  vocabularies.  It  is 
suggested  that  the  one  hundred  one  most  frequently  mis- 
spelled words  could  he  used  as  a class  supplementary  list, 
because  in  this  study  a great  number  of  incorrectly  spelled 
supplementary  words  were  misspelled  by  many  different 
pupils.  There  is  not  sufficient  transfer  from  previously 
taught  words  when  they  are  used  in  pupils*  free  written 
work.  An  analysis  of  the  spelling  errors  in  the  free  writing 

of  her  pupils  will  guide  the  teacher  in  making  out  lists 
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for  farther  progress  in  this  area. 

Such  an  analysis  will  provide  the  groundwork  to  make 
transfer  of  previously  taught  words  more  effective  when 
used  in  free  writing  and  to  remedy  certain  types  of  errors 
relevant  to  particular  individuals.  There  is  need  for  a 
study  of  spelling  methods  to  supply  adequate  transfer  of 
words  already  taught  to  the  pupils*  free  writing,  and  to 
increase  the  number  of  words  spelled  correctly  in  free 
writing.  This  is  so  true  2 nThe  final  test  of  spelling 

1/ 

is  the  written  composition  of  the  pupil, n Donald  Durrell. 

This  study  could  be  carried  on  with  one  grade  for  one 
year  to  discover  the  spelling  needs  and  errors  in  that 
grade, 

A study  to  determine  the  amount  of  transfer  from  grade 
to  grade  could  be  carried  on  by  giving  a test  of  fifty  words 
using  words  already  taught  in  the  previous  grade,  to  all 
fourth  grades  in  a school  system. 

A study  could  be  made  to  compare  the  results  of  using 
a basic  text  spelling  list  with  one  group  of  pupils  versus 
a supplementary  word  list  with  another  group  to  find  out 
which  list  is  of  more  value  in  the  directing,  teaching,  and 
learning  of  spelling. 

Carry  on  this  same  study  in  one  grade  throughout  a 
system  to  learn  if  there  is  a difference  or  consistency  in 
the  majority  of  errors  of  omission  and  of  substitution. 

1/  frurrell,  op.  cit. 


■ '•*;  ' ■; 

' 

■ ■ 

• ■.  - T - . j / • 

' - -•  . 

, r : . • ... 

SoIIa'ie  ai&rtor  l-o  ? ' 

i ' . • ;•  . 

. , .*  ' ' ' 


: .* 

•'  ' • 1 


•:  ' o-  : *•  . *r  j*  > r.s  o 

■ 

, / . ‘ . . 

, 

Vo  • r 9-  .iv  y 'yros 
■ > ’ 1 n •• 

J 0 

. 


. 

y 

- ■-  '*  v r 

. ■ r'  ' •:*  & . 

... 

■ •-  • 


BIBLIOGRAPHY 


Bibliography 


Betts,  Emmett  A*,  "Interrelationships  of  Reading  and 
Spelling,"  Elementary  English  Review,  22:17, 

January,  194U7 

Book,  William  F#,  and  Richard  S.  Harter,  "Mistakes  Which 
Pupils  Make  in  Spelling,"  Journal  of  Educational 
Research,  19:106,  February,  1929. 

Breed,  Frederick  S. , "Selection  and  Gradation  of  the 
Spelling  Vocabulary,"  Sixteenth  Yearbook  of  the 
Rational  Elementary  Principals,  Washington,  £)•£. : 
National  Education  Association , 1937,  p*  352. 

Caxmen,  E.  Kate,  "The  Cause  of  Chronic  Bad  Spelling," 

J oumal  of  Pedagogy,  13:89,  (1900). 

Carroll,  Herbert,  "Generalization  of  Bright  and  Bull 

Children.-  A Comparative  Study  with  Special  Reference 
to  Spelling,"  Teachers  College  Contributions  to  Educa- 
tion, Ho#  439.  Uew  York:  Teachers  College,  Columbia” 
University,  1930,  p.  54. 

Carson,  Olive  G# , "Teachers*  Preference  in  Test  Arrangement 
in  the  Field  of  Spelling,"  unpublished  Master's  Thesis, 
Boston  University,  School  of  Education,  Boston,  Massa- 
chusetts, 1933. 

Clayton,  Ralph,  "A  Study  of  the  Gradation  of  Spelling 

Vocabularies,"  unpublished  Master's  Thesis,  Colorado 
State  College  of  Education,  Greeley,  Colorado,  1940. 

Cook,  Walter  Wellman,  "The  Measurement  of  General  Spelling 
Ability  Involving  Controlled  Comparisons  between  Tech- 
niques," University  of  Iowa  Studies,  Volume  V,  Number  6. 
Iowa  City,  Iowa:  University  of  Iowa  Press,  1932. 

Bolch,  William,  Better  Spelling.  Champaign,  Illinois:  The 
Garrard  Press,  1942. 

Durrell,  Donald  D.,  Improvement  of  Basic  Reading  Abilities. 
Yonkers-on-Hudson , New  YorkT"Worid  Book  Company,  1940. 


' 


< » < 

• , ' t '•  ' 

. { 

- ' < , ’ t - 

• ■ « ' ' t ’ , • 

, . 

: . . « ■ • 1 


t ■ ■'  t . f 

« : 

f - ■ ‘ 

, : . . , 

• • - t « 


*-  • 

- f 


r ■ 1 t . . ‘ f 

, 

, ‘ • 

• . 


» ’ 1 ' ' , ‘ •' 

. t , f r '•  >f 

, ■ *r  , o 

- ’ ''  / ‘ ' 

• ....  ^ 

, 

f , - * / *•  : , * " 

• ’ « ' 

. ■ ; : • ' , . r . ) _ r - C.  t l ' t 

. - J , : ^ 


44 


Bibliography 


Femald,  Grace,  Berne  dial  Techniques  in  Basic  School 

Sub  j ect s • Hew  York : McGraw-Hill” Book  Company , Inc • , 

1943. 

Fitzgerald,  James  A.,  "Words  Misspelled  Most  Frequently 
by  Children  at  the  Fourth,  Fifth,  and  Sixth  Grade 
Levels  in  Life  Outside  the  School,"  Journal  of 
Educational  Research,  November,  1932. 

Foran,  Thomas  George,  The  Psychology  and  Teaching  of 

Spelling.  Washington,  D.C.  The  Catholic  University 
Press,  1934. 

Fuller,  Marion  C.,  ” A Compilation,  Tabulation,  and  Analysis 
of  Spelling  Errors  in  Grade  Four  for  a Ten  Week  Period,” 
unpublished  Master1 s Thesis,  Boston  University,  School 
of  Education,  Boston,  Mass.,  1946. 

Gates,  Arthur  I., "The  Psychology  of  Reading  and  Spelling 

with  Special  Reference  to  Disability,”  Contributions  to 
Education,  Ho.  129,  Hew  York:  Teachers  College, 

Columbia  University,  1922. 

Hildreth,  Gertrude,  "Spelling  Errors,"  The  Implications  of 
Research  for  the  Classroom  Teacher^  Washington,  t). C . : 
Rational  Education  Association,  1939. 

Hollingworth,  Leta  S. , "The  Psychology  of  Special  Disability 
in  Spelling,"  Teachers  College  Contributions  to  Education 
Ho.  88.  Hew  York:  Teachers  College,  Columbia  University, 
1918. 

McCarthy,  Mary  Gertrude,  "Comparisons  of  the  Flash  Card 

Method  of  Teaching  Spelling  with  the  Study  Test  Method 
in  Grades  Two  and  Three,"  unpublished  Master1 s Thesis, 
Boston  University,  School  of  Education,  Boston,  Mass., 
1943. 

McKee,  Paul,  "Research  Values  in  Childrens  Writing  Vocabu- 
laries," Elementary  English  Review,  7:73,  March,  1930. 

Mendenhall,  James  E. , An  Analysis  of  Spelling  Errors. 

Hew  York:  Bureau  oT  Publications,  Teachers  College, 
Columbia  University,  1930. 


* • ' - : . 

■ 


■ 


, • • 

< 

* « t 


. • 

' ’ . . , ! . * 

. , 


r 0' 


* i * ' , « f»  • 

t t . , 

. ' - ■ 


* ' T* 


* 


, 


f . 

t p 

< ' ; • 


t 


1 ^ 

, 


■ 

« < 


' 


' 

, ; 

. 


» 


. 


, 

, 


' 


T 


t • • , • 


. <*  , ' 


Bibliography 

Rice,  J.M.,  "The  Futility  of  the  Spelling  Grind,"  Forum, 

Vol.  23,  1897. 

Spache,  George,  "Spelling  Disability  Correlates.  I -Factors 
Probably  Causal  in  Spelling  Disability,”  Journal  of 
Educational  Research,  Vol.  345,  April,  194!U 

Straub,  J.  Harold,  "An  Organismic  Approach  to  Spelling," 
Elementary  English  Review,  19:56,  February,  1942. 

Suzzalo,  Henry,  The  Teaching  of  Spelling.  Hew  York:  The 
World  Book  Company,  1911. 

Tidyman,  William  F.,  The  Teaching  of  Spelling.  Hew  York: 
World  Book  Company,  lCl9. 

Van  Dusen,  A.  Elizabeth,  "A  Compilation,  Tabulation,  and 
Analysis  of  Spelling  Errors  in  Grade  Three  for  an 
Eight  Week  Period,"  unpublished  Master* s Thesis, 

Boston  University,  School  of  Education,  Boston,  Mass. , 
1947. 

Watson,  Alice  E.,  "Experimental  Studies  in  the  Psychology 

and  Pedagogy  of  Spelling, "Teachers  College  Contributions 
to  Education,  Ho.  638.  Hew  York:  Teachers  College , 
Columbia  University,  1935. 

Wise,  Carl  Fipton,  "The  Selection  and  Gradation  of  Words 
in  Spelling,"  unpublished  Doctor’s  Dissertation, 
University  of  Forth  Dakota,  Grand  Forks,  Forth  Dakota, 
1934. 


■ ' » r<  ’ .■ 


, . : • f ' • ; Z ' ' « . , ‘ 

- 

« . t * 

- 

, " 1 

, , , « , 

<•  ■'  , , t 
. , , : < 


: ■ . ' t , 

, 


r.  n 


„ , 

• • " t . 


r * 

, ■ 1 
• t < 


, , 

>cn  ‘ 


l :3 


I v . 1 , , 

, ’ x ; 


Complete  List  of  Words  Misspelled  in  This  Study  by  Sixty- 
Five  Pupils. 

* Words  starred  represent  the  101  misspelled  words  in  rank 
order  of  highest  frequency. 


abandon 

abdomen 

able 

abbreviate 

abound 

about 

above 

Abraham 

abroad 

absent 

abundance 

* abundant 
abuse 
acoent 
accept 
accident 
accidents 
according 
account 
accumulate 
accurate 
ache 

acquaintance 

across 

act 

add 

addition 

address 

advance 

adventure 

♦afraid 

after 

afternoon 

afterwards 

* a gain 
against 
age 
agree 
agreeable 


*as° 

agriculture 

ahead 

aid 

aim 

air 

♦airplane 

alarm 

alike 

alive 

all 

alligator 

allow 

almost 

alone 

along 

aloud 

alpaca 

alphabet 

alphabetical 

alphab  e t i cally 

Alps 

already 

also 

although 

altitude 

altogether 

always 

am 

Amazon 

America 

American 

Americans 

ambitious 

among 

amount 

amuse 

amusement 

anaconda 


ancestors 

ancient 

Andes 

angel 

angels 

angry 

animal 

♦animals 

ankle 

announcement 

another 

♦answer 

ant 

Antarctic 
ant eater 
antics 
anxious 
any 

anybo  dy 

anyhow 

anyone 

anything 

anyway 

anywhere 

apart 

apiece 

Appalachians 

appear 

appetite 

applaud 

applause 

apples 

appo int 

appointed 

appreciate 

approach 

approached 

approve 

Arabs 
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Arctic 

baboon 

^beautiful 

are 

baboons 

beaver 

area 

babies 

became 

aren f t 

baby 

^because 

Argentina 

back 

become 

arithmetic 

backward 

Bedouin 

arm 

bad 

Bedouins 

armadillo 

badly 

beech 

Armistice  Day 

bag 

beef 

around 

baggage 

been 

aroused 

bake 

before 

arrange 

baker 

began 

arrest 

Balboa 

beggar 

arrive 

bale 

begin 

arrow 

bales 

beginning 

ascend 

balloon 

begun 

ashamed 

balloons 

behave 

Asia 

banana 

behaves 

as  k 

bananas 

behind 

asked 

bandage 

being 

assist 

bandages 

*believe 

astonish 

bandits 

below 

Aswan 

bare 

beneath 

ate 

barefoot 

berry 

Athens 

barely 

beside 

*Atl antic 

bargain 

besides 

attack 

bargains 

best 

attacks 

bark 

better 

attempt 

barks 

Bethlehem 

attend 

barley 

between 

attendance 

barren 

bewilderment 

attention 

barrel 

beyond 

audience 

barrels 

*bi cycle 

August 

base 

bicycles 

aunt 

bases 

big 

Australia 

baseball 

bigger 

author 

basement 

bird 

automobile 

basket 

birds 

autumn 

baskets 

birth 

average 

bath 

birthday 

avoid 

bathe 

biscuit 

awake 

bathing 

biscuits 

awaken 

beach 

bitter 

away 

beaches 

blackboards 

awful 

bear 

blackboard 

awhile 

bears 

blame 

awoke 

beard 

blames 

axe 

beast 

blanket 

axis 

beasts 

blankets 

Aztec 

beat 

bleed 

Aztecs 

beaten 

blew 
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blind 

bower 

burned 

blinded 

bowl 

burning 

blinding 

bowls 

burst 

blizzard 

box 

bury 

block 

boxes 

bushel 

blocks 

boy- 

bushels 

blood 

boys 

busier 

blooming 

branch 

business 

blossom 

branches 

busy 

blouse 

brave 

but 

blouses 

bravery 

butter 

blow  gun 

Brazil 

butterflies 

blow  guns 

bread 

butterfly 

blubber 

break 

button 

blue 

breaking 

buttons 

bluff 

breakfast 

buy 

bluffing 

breast 

buying 

boa  constrictor 

breath 

fcy 

boa  constrictors 

breathe 

cabbage 

board 

breeze 

cabbages 

boards 

brick 

cacao 

boast 

bricks 

cage 

boasts 

bridge 

cages 

boat 

bridges 

Cairo 

boats 

bright 

calendar 

body- 
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calm 

bonnet 
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book 

brook 

camel 

books 

brother 
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boot 
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candle 

boots 
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candles 
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bora 
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borrow 
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borrowing 

*build 

cape 
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building 

capital 
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captain 

bottle 

bundle 

capture 
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caravan 
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bow 
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carelessly 

carpet 

carpets 

carriage 

carrot 

carrots 

carried 

carry 

carrying 

case 

cassava 

castle 

castles 

cataract 

catch 

catching 

cattle 

caught 

cause 

causes 

cautious 

cave 

caves 

cease 

cedar 

ceiling 

celebrate 

celebrates 

celebrating 

celery 

cellar 

cellars 

center 

central 

chains 

chair 

chairs 

chalk 

chance 

change 

changes 

changeable 

charges 

chateau 

chateaus 

chattering 


cheat 
cheats 
cheer 
cheering 
cheese 
cherries 
cherry 
chest 
chests 
chews 
chief 
child 
* children 
chilly 
chimney 
chimneys 
chin 
China 
Chinese 
chocolate 
chocolates 
choir 
choirs 
choice 
choose 
chooses 
^Christmas 
chuno 
church 
churches 
chum 
circle 
circles 
cities 
citizen 
city 

^civilized 

claim 

claims 

clam 

clams 

clean 

cleans 

clef 

clever 

climb 

*climbed 

climbing 


clock 

clocks 

close 

closed 

closet 

closing 

cloth 

*clothes 

coal 

coast 

coasting 

coat 

coats 

cobra 

cocoa 

coffee 

collar 

collect 

collects 

college 

color 

colored 

coloring 

colors 
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column 

come 

comes 

coming 

comfortable 

commenced 

commerce 

complete 

completes 

completed 

common 

companions 

company 

compare 

compares  . 

compass 
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condition 

Congo 

contagious 

continent 

continents 
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continued 

continues 

contribution 

conversation 

cooperation 

copies 

copy 

copper 

cork 

cormorant 
correct 
Cortez 
cost 
cotton 
cough 
could 
couldn’t 
* country 
countries 
courage 
courageous 
course 
courteous 
cousin 
♦covered 
coward 
coyote 
crafty 
cranberry 
cranberries 
crayons 
cream 
crease 
creature 
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cried 
cries 
cry 

crying 

crocodile 

crocodiles 

crop 

crops 

crowd 

crowded 

crowding 

crowds 

*cruise 

crumb 

crumbs 


crust 

crusts 
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cultivate 

cunning 

cupboard 
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curiosity 

curious 

curiously 

curling 

curly 

current 

♦custom 

customary 
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dance 

danger 

dangerous 

dare 

daring 

dark 

dates 

daughter 

dawn 

dear 

December 

decoration 
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deep 
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defend 

definition 

delay 

delayed 

Delaware 

dense 

deliberately 

delight 

delighted 

delta 

depend 

dependable 

dependent 

descend 

descending 

describe 

desert 

deserve 

design 


desired 

destination 

determine 

determined 

dictation 

dictionary 

♦didn’t 

died 

different 

♦difficult 

digging 

dingo 
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direction 

disappoint 

disappointed 

♦discovered 

♦discovery 

discouraged 

diseases 

disobedient 

distance 

distant 

distinguish 

disturb 

disturbed 

disturbs 

disturbing 

ditch 

ditches 

doctor 

doctors 

♦does 

doesn’t 

doilies 

doing 

dollar 

domestic 

domesticate 

♦done 

don’t 

door 

doors 

down 

draw 

draws 

drawing 

dread 

dreaded 

dreading 
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dress 

dressed 

drift 

drop 

dropped 

droopy 

dunes 

duty 

each 

eagle 

eagles 

ear 

ears 

early 

earn 

earns 

earning 

earth 

earthenware 

easily 

east 

easterly 

easy 

eat 

eating 

edge 

Edison 

educate 

effect 

effort 

egg 

eggs 

Egypt 

Egyptian 

eight 

either 

electric 

electricity 

elephant 

elephants 

else 

empties 

empty 

emu 

energy 
enormous 
* enough 


entertain 

entertaining 

entire 

entrance 

equal 

equals 

equator 

erase 

erases 

erect 

errand 

errands 

escape 

escapes 

eucalyptus 

evaporation 

evening 

ever 

evergreen 
*every 
everybody 
everywhere 
exaggerate 
exaggerates 
examine 
examined 
examines 
except 
exchange 
exchanged 
excited 
exciting 
exercise 
exercises 
exhibition 
exhibitions 
expect 
expected 
expecting 
expects 
expedition 
expeditions 
explain 
explaining 
explains 
explore 
* explored 
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explores 
expression 
extra 
extreme 
eye 
eyes 
face 
facing 
fail 
failed 
fairies 
fairy 
faithful 
fall 
falling 
false 
familiar 
families 
* family 
famine 
fancy 
far 
farm 
farmer 
farms 
farther 
fasten 
fastens 
father 
fault 
favorite 
fear 
fears 
feast 
feasts 
feather 
feathers 
February 
feeble 
feel 
feeling 
feels 
feet 
fellow 
fellows 
felt 
fence 
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fences 

ferocious 

fertile 

fever 

few 

field 

fields 

fierce 

fight 

fights 

figure 

figures 

file 

filing 

fifth 

find 

finding 

finds 

fine 

finger 

fingers 

finish 

finished 

finishing 

fir 

fire 

fireplace 

*first 

fish 

five 

flag 

flame 

flesh 

flew 

flies 

flight 

flock 

flood 

floor 

floors 

Florida 

flour 

flow 

flows 

flower 

flowers 

flies 

fly 
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followed 
following 
follows 
foot 
for 
force 
forced 
forecast 
forehead 
foreign 
forest 
forests 
forever 
forget 
forgotten 
fork 
found 
fountain 
four 
fourth 
fragrant 
France 
freight 
fresh 
*friend 
friends 
Friday 
fright 
frighten 
frightened 
*from 
front 
fruit 
fruits 
full 
funny 
fur 
furs 
furious 
furnace 
f urai  sh 
furnished 
furnishes 
furniture 
game 
games 
garden 
gas 


gave 

general 

generous 

gentle 

George 

get 

gets 

getting 

ghosts 

giant 

gigantic 

giraffe 

giraffes 

girl 

girls 

give 

given 

gives 

glad 

glass 

glasses 

glimpse 

glimpses 

glisten 

glistened 

glorious 

gloves 

gnaw 

gnaws 

goat 

goats 

goes 

going 

gone 

good 

goodbye 

goose 

gorgeous 

got 

grade 

grades 

grass 

grateful 

great 

Greece 

green 

greet 

greeted 

greetings 


. or  o': 

r.  . ' ■ 

..  . •> : ~ 

' 

8 IT  O'"  ‘ 

■■ 

• u 

-io  / * 

&%?.C  ' , 

ool 

TOl 

■ ' i 

•'•.'0. 

: * 

■ 

'•_*  ( '£ 

• 0 

i 0 9V  'A. 

• •• 

■'  ■ 

i»«B  ••  '.V  . • t 

■ 

'• 

* r*  * 

' orro! 

■ ’• 

‘ 

:• 

. -*.r  f- 

•' r ’■ 

. ■ • 

• v/-- 

•it  t 

: 

■ 

TO* 

• ' 

• *: 

'f/  f 

- 

tore! 

• 

- *- 

. 

>Cr. 

’•  ■ 

• ] - ’•  r 

* 

. O'  . 

•.  * * 

■O’"  0 " 

rr  ■ ' • • 

'• 

. 

• ' 

* \ • -i  t 

V ‘ • 

97  r- 

T:  t y 

o " ' 

r >0 

• ■ 

. • 

r r#A 

: • 

: oc  \ 

-roe  r '• 

si  r- 

• • •r> 

■ 

■ iv  : . 

3C« 

••  ■ o rr 

jt  ..  ' ' 

'•  • ^ »•  - • 

o r 

/.  ' * 1 

V r ' ; ' r 

tco'.o : 

'lOOTJi 

3- 

tOQT 

o:r--  y 

‘ 

grew 

groceries 

grocery 

ground 

grow 

growing 

grows 

guard 

*guess 

guessed 

guesses 

guest 

guests 

*guide 

gulf 

gulfs 

gun 

guns 

♦habit 

had 

hair 

♦half 

halves 

hammer 

hammers 

handkerchief 

handle 

handles 

happen 

happened 

happening 

happens 

happier 

happy 

♦harbor 

harbors 

hard 

harden 

hardly 

hare 

hares 

harvest 

harvests 

has 

hatchet 

hatchets 

hate 

hates 

have 


♦having 

hawk 

head 

heads 

heal 

heals 

health 

healthy 

hear 

heard 

heat 

heavier 

heavy 

heel 

heels 

height 

help 

helped 

helping 

hemisphere 

her 

herd 

herds 

here 

hevea 

hide 

hidden 

hiding 

hides 

high 

highway 

highways 

♦him 

Himalayas 

hippopotamus 

his 

hit 

hits 

hitting 

hold 

holding 

holds 

hole 

holes 

holiday 

holidays 

hollow 

holly 

home 


honey 

hope 

hoping 

hopes 

horizon 

horn 

horns 

horse 

horses 

hotel 

hotels 

hour 

hours 

house 

houses 

how 

Hudson 

human 

hundred 

♦hungry 

hunt 

hunted 

hunters 

hunting 

hurt 

hurried 

hurries 

hurry 

hurrying 

hustle 

♦icicles 

idea 

idle 

if 

ignorant 

I'll 

imaginary 

imagination 

impatient 

impolite 

♦important 

impossible 

improve 

improved 

improving 

Incas 

inch 

inches 

increase 


■* 

'T:  "Vi 
8 T:Oif 

; 

3DV ' r 

• O : 

o ;;r 

TO 

I£  •"'Si  •"  " 

y--: 

3"  • 

' 

* -T’[ 

' *> 

r •• 

... 

- i 

• ■ - 
■ 

V*  a 

■ 

. : •• 

‘ 


raed 

r«- 

afaosi 
: > 
Leo  ' 
*:•  '•  0 
rj 

1 V O 

" 

J5s  ro 

' 

*. 

. * 

. ‘ ’’ 

‘ : 


‘ 

- 


J5Iotf 

tor 

3:  > r 


' 

TO* 

JbT; 

I >i  O S 

a®8Cf ^ 


‘ . 

«s.  r < 

: T.v 

- . *rf 

*-  : 

.*  ‘ ' 

e iv  .f 

fM.' 

- 

< n ’ 

#<4( 

* 

ntr  o •_  orf 
..  - 


3©*_  • 

. 

v.0 > : : 


increased 

judge 

languages 

increases 

jump 

large 

independent 

jumped 

larger 

India 

jungle 

last 

Indian 

jungles 

lasted 

Indians 

just 

lasting 

individual 

justice 

late 

industries 

kangaroo 

latex 

industry 

kangaroos 

laugh 

inhabit 

keep 

*laughed 

inhabitants 

keeping 

laughing 

inhabited 

keeps 

laughs 

inhabits 

kept 

lawn 

inquired 

kerchief 

lawns 

inquires 

key 

lays 

insect 

keys 

lazy 

insects 

kill 

learn 

interest 

killed 

learned 

interested 

kills 

learns 

interesting 

kind 

leader 

interests 

kinds 

leaders 

interrupt 

kitchen 

leaf 

interrupted 

knee 

leather 

interrupting 

knees 

leave 

invite 

knew 

leaves 

invited 

knife 

left 

invites 

knives 

leg 

inviting 

knight 

legs 

iron 

knitted 

leopard 

irregular 

knock 

lesson 

irrigated 

knocked 

lessons 

irrigation 

knocks 

let 

island 

knot 

let’s 

islands 

knots 

letter 

isthmus 

know 

letters 

Italy 

knows 

^liberty 

it’s 

koala 

^library 

its 

koalas 

life 

I’ve 

labor 

light 

jackal 

labored 

lights 

jackals 

lace 

lighted 

jacket 

laces 

lighting 

jaguar 

ladder 

like 

jaguars 

ladders 

liked 

January 

laid 

liking 

jealous 

lake 

likes 

Jolly 

lakes 

limb 

journey 

land 

limbs 

journeys 

language 

lime 
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*lincoln 

manioc 

mirage 

line 

manner 

missed 

lines 

manners 

missing 

^listen 

^manufacture 

Mississippi 

listened 

manufacturing 

Missouri 

listens 

manufactures 

misspell 

*little 

* many 

misspelled 

live 

map 

misspells 

lived 

maps 

mistake 

lively 

march 

mistakes 

lives 

marched 

mittens 

llama 

marching 

moment 

llamas 

market 

moments 

load 

marsupial 

money 

loaded 

marsupials 

monkey 

loading 

mask 

monkeys 

loaf 

masks 

month 

loaves 

Massachusetts 

months 

long 

master 

monument 

longer 

match 

monuments 

look 

matched 

more 

looked 

matches 

morning 

looking 

matching 

mosquito 

looks 

matter 

mosquitoes 

loose 

me 

most 

lose 

meal 

mother 

loud 

mean 

mountains 

lovely 

meaning 

move 

low 

meant 

moved 

lumber 

measure 

moves 

lumbering 

meat 

moving 

lunch 

Mediterranean 

much 

lurking 

meet 

multiply 

luster 

meets 

muscle 

luxuries 

mellow 

muscles 

machine 

melt 

music 

machines 

men 

must 

made 

mend 

my 

mail 

mending 

myself 

main 

merry 

mysteries 

make 

met 

mystery 

makes 

middle 

name 

making 

might 

’’'names 

malaria 

mighty 

nation 

mammal 

mild 

native 

mammals 

mimic 

natives 

mammo th 

mine 

natural 

man 

minute 

nature 

manger 

minutes 

navigable 
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